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- Statement by the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
20th Session of the Universal Periodic Review ‘
- Review of Slovenia - 04 November 2014.

Mr. President

_At the outset, the delegation of Sri-Lanka welcomes the delegatlon of Slovenla and
expresses apprec1at10n for its natlonal report and update 3

~ We acknowledge the ongomg efforts of Sloveman Government to enhance the legal and
~ institutional frameworks for human rights. protection, Thesc include the incorporation of

‘the Human Rights Ombudsman under Group A of the Paris Principles relating to the status
of National Human nghts Instltutlons and amendments to the Crlmmal Code on definition
of the offences of terrorism and trafflcklng in human beings. :

- Sri Lanka is aware of the dlfflcultles faced by Slovenia due to the economic crisis which

impacted social rights in the country. We are concerned in this context to note that the
,number of people at risk of poverty has been lncreasmg since 2009 due to mcreasmg
' unemployment and diminished income among the general populatlon We encourage the
Government of Slovenia to. take effective measures to safeguard the rights and status of the
most vulnerable populatlon groups, through focused soc1al assrstance and i income support.

'We welcome a number of pohcy measures that have been taken to promote the rlghts of :
_ women, ¢hildren and youth. These include legislation stlpulatmg a minimum quota of-
women and increasing the share of women in political decision-making positions, We take
note of the special important:e given by the Government of Slovenia to combat trafficking of
persons through preventlve measures such as awareness raising pm]ects among the
~ general publlc espec1ally targetmg hlgh rrsk groups

. We commend the efforts Qf the Government of Slovema to protect the rlghts of the Roma
commumty including the National Programme of Measures for Roma People (2010 2015]"
"and amendments to the 2007 Roma Community Act. - -

| We recommend that Slovenla

1 Con51der ratlfymg the Internatlonal Conventlon on the nghts of m1grant Workers.
and Their Families (ICRMW); - - : :
2. Take further measures to combat all forms of dlSCl‘lmll‘latIOI‘l against the Roma )
commumty, and ensure equal opportumtles fortheir enjoyment of economic, social
: and cultural rights, mcludlng educatlon health employment and housmg

- 'F'inally, we WlSll Slovenla_success inits UPR engagement.

‘Thank you ”




